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Built on a foundation of board members who were financial wizards, 
visionaries and hard workers, the Central Okanagan Land Trust 
celebrates its 30th anniversary this year in an impressive position.
Founding director Hugh Westheuser recalls the first board as quite 
different from the makeup of more-recent ones, but says it did 
provide a solid foundation for the successes COLT is proud of in 
2020.
Created by the Central Okanagan Foundation (COF) to take on the 
task of accepting donations of land, which the COF could not do, 
the Central Okanagan Parks and Wildlife Trust, as it was originally 
named, was incorporated in the fall of 1990 and held its first meet-
ing in 1991 with Colin Elliott in the chair.
Many of the board members were recruited from the ranks of the 
COF, although in those early years, there was an attempt to bring 
in board members to represent different facets of the community, 
such as the Central Okanagan Naturalists Club, the B.C. Wildlife 
Federation and the Central Okanagan Heritage Society.
Vice-president was Robert Hobson, who Westheuser describes as a 
visionary, with skills such as seeing the big picture and solving prob-
lems; while Frank Williams, with his accounting acumen, provided 
the new trust with a strong base of solid financial principles on 
which to build.

“Our strength has been the people on the board,” he says, noting it’s 

essential a land trust have integrity, or it won’t have the commu-
nity respect needed to encourage people to donate. COLT’s boards 
have always made a team effort to reach a collective decision, and 
everyone contributes, he notes, which has been very effective.
As COLT evolved, it became clear its mandate was to preserve natu-
ral features for wildlife, and there are many examples of that.
He looks back on such successes as acquisition for, or covenants on, 
the Mission Creek Greenway: a wildlife corridor that stretches from 
the mountains to Okanagan Lake.
As well, COLT’s bequest from the Johns family of 324 hectares of 
Kelowna’s South Slopes area, now managed jointly by COLT and 
the Central Okanagan Regional District as a regional park, was a big 
feather in the cap of the new land trust, and one Westheuser has 
been deeply active in.
But, the first project COLT was involved in was creation of what is 
today Rose Valley Regional Park.
He credits former CORD parks director, Bill Vos, for his vision in 
helping this region create an outstanding parks legacy for its resi-
dents.
Westheuser was the last founding director to retire from the board, 
leaving late last year.

“I hope people will appreciate what we’ve accomplished,” he 
comments.

It’s Been 30 Years for COLT
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One of the great things that we are fortunate to experience living 
where we do, is the slow end of our Canadian winter and those first 
wonderful warming rays of sunshine signaling the onset of spring 
when everything seems to wake up and the first migrating birds 
return.  This spring in particular has been unique, given the current 
global health concerns.  It has given us a lot of time to reflect on 
what we have and to take in the change of seasons in a more 
contemplative manner.

Over the past year, COLT 
has continued to work 
closely with its partners 
to strengthen the region’s 
environmental values - 
from invasive plant remov-
al at Munson Pond to new 
bolder clusters in Mission 
Creek to support fish habi-
tat, we have worked hard 
to build the important envi-
ronmental legacy that we 
all want to see.

As we pull into a new year of work, COLT has a couple of new initia-
tives under way. Late in 2019 we were successful in applying for a 
grant from the Okanagan Basin Water Board to develop Manage-
ment Plans for small important wetland sites across the region. 
Working with the City of Kelowna and the Central Okanagan Natu-
ralists’ Club (CONC), we selected Munson Pond, Maude Roxby 
Marsh, Thomson Marsh, and Chichester Pond as case studies.

My involvement with the Central Okanagan Land Trust has definite-
ly provided me a broader appreciation for the natural areas that 
have been so thoughtfully preserved in the community that we live 
in.  Our work to preserve the areas of natural habitat, wetlands, 
grasslands and riparian settings is significant and important.  One 
needs only to explore places like Munson Pond, the Thomson 
Marsh, Roberts Lake, Rose Valley Regional Park, and the Mission 
Creek Greenway, just to name a few, to truly appreciate what these 
special places provide for the wellbeing of our community and for 
the amazing variety of life that thrives in these preserves.

Having lived in Kelowna for 54 years, I’ve witnessed a great 
many changes as our city has continued to grow in population 
and development.  Through this time, much natural habitat has 
disappeared.  I now look at every bit of wetland, grassland, and 
watercourse with an eye for preservation and enhancement, and I 
am seeing opportunities everywhere.  The Central Okanagan Land 
Trust continues took seek out lands to protect and, in partnership 
with our Regional District, Municipalities and private landholders, 
we are able to achieve our objectives in creating a lasting legacy 
and protecting natural habitats for future generations.

As COLT celebrates its 30th anniversary this year I would like to 
thank all our generous donors, my fellow board members, and our 
community partners for helping the Central Okanagan Land Trust 
achieve its goals.

Gord Savage
President – Central Okanagan Land Trust

By later in 2020, these plans will be ready, and COLT and CONC will 
work with the City to move the plans forward. In addition, estab-
lishing these Management Plans will result in the drafting of a Small 
Wetland Management Plan Template that can be used cross the 
entire Okanagan Region and beyond!

The second project we hope to roll out later this year is an Invasive 
Plant Management Plan for Munson Pond. Working with one of 
COLT’s board members who is a registered biologist, we are looking 
toward a plan to manage two invasive species in particular - Purple 
loosestrife and Yellow flag lris.

Amongst all of these projects we will continue to move forward 
our other work including: bat surveys at the Johns Family Nature 
Conservancy Regional Park, Mission Creek Restoration project 
work, fundraising, public awareness and more. Of course, the other 
project we’ll be working on is a celebration of COLT’s 30th Anniver-
sary.

Please have a look at our website for more information about our 
work in the Central Okanagan Region.

Executive Director Report  
Wayne Wilson

President’s Report
Community service is 
not a foreign concept to 
members of the RCMP, 
so it wasn’t surpris-
ing after 35 years in the 
force, Hugh Westheuser 
was casting about for a 
way to “give back to his 
community.” So, when 
a chance to become a 
founding member of a 
new land trust came his 
way, he was in.
He’d just spent his last 
year and a half in the 
position of Inspector in 
Kelowna when he retired 
mid-1991, and he and Pat 
already knew they want-

ed to stay here, so the opportunity to help get the Central Okanagan Parks and Wildlife 
Trust (now the Central Okanagan Land Trust) on its feet sounded like a good fit.
After 29 years working on a wide variety of wildlife projects, including 15 years as presi-
dent of COLT, he retired late last year, feeling, at 86, he no longer has the stamina he 
once had.
He admits, looking back, that he’s pretty proud of how the land trust has evolved and 
matured in its first 30 years, and of what it’s accomplished. That includes conserv-
ing streamside corridors as rich, migratory habitat for wildlife from the mountains to 
Okanagan Lake; to the massive bequest of the Johns family, of 324 hectares of land 
nearly adjacent to Okanagan Mountain Provincial Park.
The latter, now managed as the Johns Family Nature Conservatory Regional Park, was 
a project he invested hundreds of hours in over the last several years, from negotiat-
ing an agreement with the regional district for co-management of the park, to on-site 
visits to ensure wildlife habitat values are maintained and that comprehensive inven-
tories of the varied wildlife, plants and birds are kept up to date.
Most recently, that includes a provincial bat project, complete with research equip-
ment and specialists interested in learning more about the many species of native bats 
who make it home.
The natural environment and outdoors has always held a special place in his heart, and 
although he went on his last paddling adventure to the Arctic four years ago, he does 
intend to continue his involvement with the fascinating bat project in that park.
“There’s always something new to learn. It’s been a very rewarding experience, helping 
out,” he comments.

New Board Members
Eve Wegscheidler

Eve grew up in Penticton with the natural environ-
ment as her back yard, and through her explora-
tions she came to love and appreciate the flora and 
fauna that makes the Okanagan special. She moved 
to Kelowna to attend Okanagan College and went on 
to work at the Regional District of Central Okanagan, 
predominantly in the Regional Parks Services Adminis-
tration and Environmental Education/Visitor Services 
divisions. Time spent doing anything outdoors is her 
favorite pastime. Encouraging residents and visitors 
to experience and love the unique natural spaces of 
the Okanagan Valley and preserving this important environment has become a life-long 
purpose. Eve joined COLT in 2019.
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Our Mission
...to protect land for wildlife 
and parks so biodiversity 
and natural features 
are preserved for future 
generations.
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• J. W. & M. E. Scott Family Fund
• J. W. Bootle Family Fund
• Charles Pettman Memorial Fund

• Bernice Mabee Memorial Fund
• Harvey & Ruth Whitson Fund
• Dick & Jean Hall Fund

• Central Okanagan Land Trust 
  – Open Fund
• Johns Family Endowment Fund

• Hobson Family Endowment Fund
• Cynthia Ellis Endowment Fund
• Munson Pond Endowment Fund

The Central Okanagan Land Trust is fortunate to enjoy the financial, operational and/or development support of individuals, companies, local government, and 
other agencies. These partnerships help build a stronger network of parklands and conservation areas for wildlife – and we are the collective and individual 
beneficiaries of those healthy natural spaces. We thank all of them for their continuing support of our work and for their faith in our land stewardship practices.

Partners

Wetland Management
With completion of the initial work on the naturalization of Munson Pond 
Park, COLT felt it was important to step forward with the next phase to 
insure the wildlife and habitat benefits that are key to the park remained 
strong. That meant a move to work with the City of Kelowna on the 
establishment of a Management Plan for the site.

In the spring of 2019, COLT began to work with the City of Kelowna and 
the Central Okanagan Naturalists’ Club to identify additional candidate 
sites that needed management plans. In the end, 4 sites were selected as 
a trial group - Munson Pond, Maude Roxby Marsh, Chichester Pond, and 
Thomson Marsh.

Also at this time, COLT successfully applied to the Okanagan Basin Water 
Board for funding to hire consultants to help with the development of 
the 4 site-specific management plans. Equally important, the project 
called for the crafting of a ‘template’ management plan suitable to small 
wetland sites throughout the Okanagan regional watershed. COLT also 
resolved to provide some financial support for the plans, and the City of 

Named Endowment Funds

Kelowna agreed to fully support the plans. As the work moves forward, 
both COLT and CONC members will be offering advice and insight as the 
plans begin to take shape.

At the time of publication, Ecoscape Environmental Consultants Ltd has 
been hired to pull together existing reports and mapping as well as other 
data provided by COLT and CONC, and some preliminary work on the draft 
planning has been completed. It is hoped that by the summer or early 
fall of 2020, COLT and CONC will have useful management plans upon 
which to base work on everything from invasive species management 
and infrastructure considerations (ie viewing platforms and walkways 
etc), to habitat enhancement. We are also anticipating some scheduling 
considerations of this work and the attendant financial implications of any 
proposed work.

If step one is to secure lands that support improved and enhanced wildlife 
habitat and protection - then step two must be assembling a strategy to 
manage the protected lands. This is especially true in the fragile Okanagan 
landscapes and considering the rapidly urbanizing communities in which 
we live.

Munson Pond Park


